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>>> KP5/ NP3VI : DESECHEO 2026 <<<

In collaboration wth the Vieques Island Amateur Radio Club (NP3VI) and
t he Manyana DX Foundati on, KP5/NP3VI is expected to be "a |andmark DXpedi -
tion" to Desecheo Island, currently ranked as the 14th nost wanted DXCC En-
tity worl dw de.

Located approximately 13 miles off the west coast of Puerto R co, Desecheo
Island has not been activated since 2009. This operation represents the
first Puerto Rican-led DXpedition to KP5 in 48 years, followi ng the historic
KP4AM D activation in 1978.

Plans are to deploy two self-sustained RDUs (Renote Depl oyable Units) pro-
vi ded by the Manyana DX Foundation. The depl oynment wi ndow is 12-14 January,
weat her pernitting. Once deployed, the DXpedition is expected to operate 24
hours a day for approxinmately 30 consecutive days, until the schedul ed re-
covery date. The stations will utilize state-of-the-art renote operating in-
frastructure fromRenbte Hom Radio (RHR). KP5/NP3VI w il be QRV on 160-6
metres CW SSB, and FT8 (always MsHV, never F/H). Cub Log's Live Stream
feature will be enabled. QSL via MOXO

The equi pnent is currently wundergoing extensive stress-testing at the
KP4AA contest station in Cabo Rojo, Puerto Rico. This QITHis located on a
hill overlooking the Caribbean Sea and sits just wunder 30 mles from
Desecheo. Signal characteristics should closely resenble what the DX comru-
nity can expect fromKP5. The station is operating using the KP4ES call sign,
and DXers worl dwi de are encouraged to | ook for KP4ES on the bands and help
the renote operators gain experience nanagi ng | arge pil eups and | ong operat-
i ng schedul es.

The station wll remain on the air wuntil 29 Decenber, at which tine the
teamwi || di sassenbl e the equi pnent, performa thorough cl eaning and prepare
it to conply with the strict biosecurity protocols required prior to trans-
portation to Desecheo Island. Renote operator training wll continue using
KP4ES fromthe Palmas RHR station in Puerto Rico.

More i nformation and updates can be found on https://desecheo2026. coni kp5/
and https://ww.facebook. com peopl e/ Desecheo- 2026- Dxpedi ti on/ 61585525894897/

9A - To celebrate their 15th anniversary, nenbers of the Croatian Flora
Fauna ARC (9A1WFF) will be active as 9A44FF and 9A44FF/ p between 1
January and 31 Decenber. See https://ww. grz.com db/9A44FF for in-
formati on about the Anniversary Award.

DL - To comrenorate the centenary of the first Kurzwellentagung - the
| andmark convention for German shortwave enthusiasts held in Jena
on 16-17 January 1926 - the special callsign DF100KWJ wll be

active between 1 January and 31 March. QSL via the bureau.
DL - The DARC Team SES will operate five special callsigns at various
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ti mes throughout 2026: DA1OOLH, DL100LH and DK100LH for the 100th
anni versary of Lufthansa Airlines; DA100OTV and DL100TV to cele-
brate 100 years of television in Gernany.

Usi ng vi ntage equi pnent manufactured by KWEl ectronics Ltd fromthe
nm d-1950s to the 1970s, the GB8KW nulti-operator station wll be
active again over the "KWWsekend" (3-4 January) fromthe Cray
Valley radio club's HQ in Eltham England. O her special callsigns
are expected to be activated by collectors and restorers across the
UK during the nonth, notably GB2KW from Scot | and.

Menbers of the Radio Club d Haiti wll be active as 4VIL on 1-31
January. The special callsign nenorializes Marie-Jeanne Lamarti -
ni ere, who fought al ongsi de her husband during the Haitian Revol u-
tion. QSL via N20O, QSCs will be uploaded to O ub Log.

Christoph, DF3TJ is active from Col onbia as HK4/DF3TJ until some-
time in January. "There will also be activations of HKO/DF3TJ from
San Andres (NA-033) and Providencia (NA-049) on short termnotice",
he says. Al QSLs via ONSJC

Ri kk, WEOG wi || be active as J38Ws from G enada (NA-024) on 1-16
January. This will be a SO2R (Single Operator 2 Radios) activity on
160-6 netres, nostly FT8 with sone CWand SSB. "I might also do
some POTA", he says. QSL via Club Log's OQRS, LoTW or via WE9G

G ovanni |1 Z2DPX as PJ7/122DPX, and Flavio | V2NEF as PJ7/1\VWNEF wi | |
be active from Sint Maarten (NA-105) on 13-21 January. They will
operate SSB and FT8/ FT4 on various bands. Additionally, side trips
to St. Martin are also being planned, wth |imted operations as
FS/ 1 ZzZ2DPX and FS/IVRNEF froma nobile setup. QSL PJ7/1Z2DPX and
FS/ 1 Z2DPX via Club Log's OQRS, LoTW or via honme call. QSL PJ7/
| VNEF and FS/IVNEF via Cub Log's OQRS, LoTW | K2DUW (direct, or
via bureau to HE9ERA). [ TNX | Z2DPX]

The Straight Key Century Cub's annual on-air event, conmenorating
the club's founding in 2006 and celebrating the original instru-
ments of early radiotel egraphy (straight key, bug and cootie keys),
will run on 2-31 January. Look for K3Y to be aired fromthe ten US
call areas (K3Y/0 through K3Y/9), plus /KH6, /KL7 and /KP4. Infor-
mation on the event and @SLing instructions can be found on
https://skccgroup. com k3y/ k3y. php.

Following his brief COctober visit to Socorro Island, Revillagigedo,
Mark (XE1B) returns to activate XF4B for a Christnas holiday opera-
tion. Acconpanied by Guillerno (XELIMJ), he was scheduled to arrive
on 23 Decenber, with the activation running through the end of the
year. The teamis deploying two radios, one linear anplifier, and
four antennas, allowi ng for sinmultaneous SSB and FT8 operations on
80-6 netres. Al FT8 contacts (excluding 60m) wll use Superfox
node with call validation to prevent pirate stations. QSL via Cub
Log's OQRS only; QSOCs will be uploaded to LoTWas OQRS requests are
processed. Efforts are ongoing to prepare for a npbre extensive
activation planned for 2026.

The New Zeal and Association of Radio Transmitters (NZART) was
founded in Auckland in 1926. To celebrate their centenary, NZART
menbers are encouraged to use the ZMprefix during the 2026 year;
in addition, individual operators and NZART branches can apply to
use special ZL100 callsigns for a period of 1 to 3 nonths - e.g.
lan ZLIMWL and the Wangarei Amateur Radio CAub (ZL1AM will be
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usi ng ZL100MVL and ZL100AM respectively, until 31 March.
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Access to the main functions of www 425dxn.org i s provided by the 425DXN App
for Android. It is available on Google Play - free of charge, no ads. Enjoy!

AVERI CA250 WAS AWARD ---> Cel ebrating the 250th anniversary of the signing

of the Declaration of Independence, the ARRL is |aunching the America250 WAS

Award, a year-long WAS (Wrked Al States) operating event.

To earn this award, participants nust confirm two-way contacts with all 50

US states via LOoTW between 1 January and 31 Decenber 2026. There will be

three specialty endorsenents:

* Earn WAS by contacting WLAW portable stations in all 50 states.
Activations of WLAW# stations wll take place fromall 50 states. Each

WLAW # station will operate for seven days for two separate weeks in the
Year. The schedule for January is as foll ows:

7-13 January WLAW 0 Nebr aska

7-13 January WLAW 2 New Yor k

14- 20 January WLAW 5 Loui si ana

14- 20 January WLAW 4 South Carolina

14- 20 January WLAW 8 West Virginia

21- 27 January WLAW 9 I1linois

28 January-3 February WAW1 Mai ne
* Earn WAS by contacting ARRL Affiliated Club stations in all 50 states
* Earn WAS Triple Play by contacting all 50 states on all three nodes (CW
Phone & Digital).
Only QSCs upl oaded to LoTWw Il be considered valid for the event and rel at-
ed awards.
There are no planned physical QSL cards for any of the WLAW# Anmeri ca250 WAS
stations.
Applications for the Arerica250 WAS Award nust be subnmitted via LoTWafter
achieving a mnimmof 50 state QSO confirmations for contacts nade during
2026.
See https://ww. arrl.org/anerica250-was for nore information, including the
State Activations Schedule for WLAW # stati ons.

CQ DX MARATHON ---> The CQ DX Marathon is a year-long DX hunt, wth
participants conpeting to see who can work the greatest nunber of countries
("entities") and CQ zones during the calendar year. The 2026 edition wll
start at 00.00 UTC on 1 January and wll end at 23.59 UTC on 31 Decenber.
See https://dxmarathon.coni for conmplete details.

| NDEXA NEWSLETTER ---> The Wnter 2025 issue (#147) of the International DX
Association's Newsletter is now avail able for downl oad on the | NDEXA website
(https://indexa.org/newsletters.htm). Highlights include "Message fromthe
President"” by Qis Vicens (NP4G, "E440M DXpedition Trip Report" by M chal
Horecky (OWDX), "An Inpronptu Humanitarian Aid Project at the 9ULRU Burundi
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DXpedition" by Hal Turley (WBHC), "PJ2 Youth Expedition 2025" by Max
Freedman (N4AM).

MARCONI CLUB' S QSO PARTY DAY ---> The 8th edition will be held on 3 January
from7 to 21 UTC, on 80, 40 and 20 netres CW Conplete rules can be found on
https://ww. marconiclub.it/. ARl Loano Marconi C ub gathers around 1000 en-
t husiasts fromall over the world, and is a nenber of the International CW
Counci|l (https://international cweouncil.org/), which "pronotes and aids in
the retention and growh of International Mirse Code as a node of conmmuni -
cation between anateur radi o operators”. [TNX | KIQBT]

VPOSG SOUTH GEORA A 2027 ---> The current operating teamfor the DXpedition
to South Georgia includes Rune LA7THA (Team Leader), Erwann LB1Q (Co-
Leader), G ernund LB53 (Co-Leader), Steve WZB (Co-Leader and Team Doctor),
Fred FAHEC, Nobby GOVJG Paul APUM G anpaol o | U2EFB, Svein LA3BO,  Philipp
CE7PA, M ad OK2WK, Al ex URBUQ and Al ex URSUY.

The expedition plans to operate from South Georgia in March 2027, subject to
obtai ni ng the necessary landing permts. The fornmal pernit process will open
in 2026. Wile |logistics support has been secured, collaboration with the
Governnment of South Georgia and the South Sandw ch |slands continues and is
progressing well. Bookmark https://ww. ardxpeditions. conm dxpeditions/vp0sg
for updat es.

WORLD W DE AWARD 2026 ---> The 3rd Wrld Wde Anard chase will take place
on 1-31 January. The WM conbines CW SSB and digital nodes activity from
stations around the world wth real-tinme award tracking for the chasers.
The 2025 event involved some 150,000 chasers who nade 3.7 mllion QS0Cs. See
See https://hamaward. cl oud/wa for conplete information. Announced partici -
pants include stations from

Argentina LRIVWAA

Austri a 4U1A

Azores CR2VWAA

Bal eari c |sl ands EGEVWAA

Bel gi um OPOWAA

Bosni a- Her zegovina  E7W

Canada VB2WM, VCIWM, VE9IWM

Cape Verde DAW

Ceuta & Melilla EGOWMNA

Chi na BA3RA, BA7CK, BGODXC, BHOCA, BI4SSB, BY1RX, BY2W.,
BY5HB, BY6SX, BY8S8MA

Cor si ca TK4TH

Czech Republic OL6VWAA

East Mal aysi a 9VBVWAA

Engl and GB2WM, GB5WMNA

Eur opean Russi a RWLF

France TMLWA, TMLBWA, TMROWMN, TM/WA, TMBWAA

Ger many DAOWM, DLOVWAA

G eece SXOW

Guer nsey GB1VWAA

I ndi a AT2WAA,  AT3WMA, ATAWM, ATSWM, AT6WMN, AT7WAA

I ndonesi a 8A1A

Iraq Yl 1RN

Isle of Man GBOWMNA
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Italy

Jersey
Kazakhst an
Mauritius

Net her | ands
North Macedoni a
Nort hern Irel and
Oman

Phi | i ppi nes

Pol and

Por t uga
Puerto Rico
Romani a
Sardini a
Scot | and

Sl oveni a
Spai n
Sweden
Switzerl and
Thai | and
Ukr ai ne

USA
Venezuel a
Wl es

West Mal aysi a

LTOWM, |1 1VIAA, |1 2VWAA, |1 3VWAA, |1 4WAA, |1 5WA, | | VA,
LT7VWAA, |18V, |1 9VWAA, | RLWAA

GBOVWAA

UP7VWAA

3BSVW\A

PA26\WAA, PC26WMA, PD26WAA, PE26VWAA,  PF26VMA
Z30VW\A

GB3VW\A

AA3VWAA

DUOVWAA

3761, SNOWM, SNIWAA, SN2VWAA, SN3WAA, SNAVIAA,  SNGVMA,
SO3VWAA

CQ7\WAA, CR5WAA, CR6VWAA

Wi

YOOVWAA

| ROVWAA

GBAVWAA

S53VW\A

EGIWM, EGQWM, EGWM, EGAWM, EGBWM, EG7WMA
SBOVWAA, SCOWM, SDIWAA

HBOVWAA

E2VWAA

EMDVWAA

NOW NIW NAW N5W N6W NSW NOw

4ANBA, 4NBDX

GB6\WAA

IMVRVWAA

+ SILENT KEY + Bert Van Den Berg, PA3d O suddenly passed away on Decenber 5.
From 1993 to 2007, he was a faniliar presence on the DX scene, having oper-
ated froma |large nunber of countries and | OTA groups. He was the recipient
of the IOTA Merit Award (2002) for outstanding service to the I OTA Communi -
ty, as well as of the SouthWst Onhio DX Association's DXpeditioner of the
Year Award (2005). His famly will keep his website alive as a record of his
time on the air, ensuring that his nmenory lives on: https://ww. pa3gio.nl
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CALL MANAGER CALL MANAGER CALL MANAGER
3V8LL | TOTQH ED7PT EA7TB ON4USA ONd GV
4U1UN HBOBOU EGL30LUM EALRCI ORBINUTS ON5UB

4X25A 4X6ZM EGSCSS EA6ZX PD2026HNY  PD5S
4X25M 4X6ZM FMATI EASGL PZ50Z az0J
4X25S 4X6ZM HB525SH HBOFU TI1GD SP3ECL
4X25X 4X6ZM H 6M EB7DX TMADEE F4GBW
4X8NER 475MJ HK4/ DF3TJ ONSJC TR8CR F6AJA
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47Z8NER 475MJ HSOZET DF6RK UN/ CH70 MDOXO

5Q4XT DL4XT HS0ZJF ON4AFU UNBPT EA7FTR
5R81 C F61 CX HS0ZME SMVBNT VCOA VE9CF
574V] MOURX HS0ZMY EASGL VP2VAA | K2DUW
9A68AA 9A2AA LZ2025ZONE  LZ2VP Z81D OoVBIW
9J2BO EASGL LZ306WWV LZ1KCP ZS4JAN EASGL
ED26HNY EASURV NP3A EB7DX ZS6CCY K3l RV
41L.4DX Al exander Nersesian, 1790 E Indigo Dr, Chandler AZ 85286, USA
9Y9DX Earl J. Markey, 26 WCol |l ege Ave, Yardl ey PA 19067, USA
OHOSCL Anssi Puuronen, Kemjoen |tapuolentie 1577, 97110 Rauti osaari,
Fi nl and
PJ2ND Jeffrey A Maass, 9256 Concord Rd, Powell OH 43065-9625, USA
XWAKV Vi ncent Col onbo, 32 rue de G brand, 17350 Port d' Envaux, France
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425 DX News is a free of charge weekly bulletin
edited by Mauro Pregliasco, 11JQ and Valeria Pregliasco, |KLADH

Its contents may be used, reproduced and distributed
in part or full provided that
"425 DX News" or "425DXN' receive proper credit

Contributors are invited to send their DX infornmation to
Mauro Pregliasco, 11JQ (425dxn@lice.it)
The deadline is 12 UTC on Fridays
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